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BROADWAY MILE CORRIDOR STUDY
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Broadway Mile Corridor Study dives into the goals 
of the 2017 Old South End Neighborhood Master Plan: 
Reinvent Broadway. The “Broadway Mile,” refers to the 
stretch of Broadway Street from the 1-75 exit to the north 
down to Danny Thomas Park to the south, all within 
Toledo’s Old South End Neighborhood. 
 
Early during this planning process for the Broadway 
Corridor, it was decided with a Core Planning Team, 
represented by stakeholders and residents from the 
Old South End (OSE) and Broadway Corridor Coalition 
(BCC), that the corridor should not be “reinvented,” 
but rather edited and enhanced to support the visual, 
culturally rich district. The solutions provided in this study 
look to do just that: support what is already working well 
for the Old South End.  
 
Working closely with the BCC, Business Owners along 
Broadway and residents of the OSE, the Toledo Design 

Collective produced varying design solutions for each of 
the following nodes:  
A. Zocalo Node 
 
B. Community Service Node 
 
C. Retail Node 
 
D. Danny Thomas Park Node 
 
Each node solution addresses the needs and 
maintenance capacity of the diverse stakeholders within 
the Broadway Mile. 
 
The City has funding to reconstruct Broadway from 
Western Ave to Stebbins Ave (building front to building 
front) in the Old South End, with construction starting 
in 2024, making this streetscape plan timely and 
informative to the city.

PLAN SPONSORS:

PLAN FACILITATED BY:
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MISSION.   The Toledo Design Collective (TDC) 
advocates for excellence in design and planning. 
TDC initiate and supports urban revitalization and 
sustainability.

DEFINING SUCCESS.   For the TDC, a successful 
project is more than an implemented urban plan and 
design. It’s about uniting people, establishing a shared 
vision and empowering communities to take ownership 
over their future.

SUSTAINABLE CHANGE.   Through data collection 
and community engagement, the TDC works to provide 
a plan that makes sense from a professional standpoint 
and from the community’s perspective. Each plan is 
customized	to	the	neighborhood	and	reflects	the	goals	
and desires of the individuals and organizations who 
live, work and play in the neighborhood.

PROCESS:

ENGAGE.   The TDC partners with community 
groups, neighborhood organizations and the City of 
Toledo to advocate for urban planning and design 
excellence.

CONNECT.   Using thoughtful design and strategic 
planning, the TDC connects ideas and people 
to determine how the function and aesthetic of 
neighborhoods can be improved.

CREATE.   The	TDC	staff	and	volunteer-based	
team strives to create a sustainable vision that 
upholds design standards and improves the function 
and aesthetic of Toledo.

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

10

13

14 8
12

9

11

3 mile radius

Zone 3 Zone 2 Zone 1

Toledo Information
Zone 1
    Population:
 90,000
    Land Area 
 23 square  miles
    Population Density 
 3,900 people/ sq mile

Zone 2 + 3
    Population:
 188,500
    Land Area 
 61 square  miles
    Population Density 
 3,000 people/ sq mile

Legend 
 City of Toledo boundaries approximately 100 years ago
Plans + Neighborhoods TDC has been involved in

        Core Business District
         Warehouse District
         Middlegrounds
         UpTown
         Old South End
         Junction
         2015 OWENI (AWP) Plan
         2009 Cherry Street Legacy Plan
         2010 Connecting the Pieces
         2016 Mercy Health Vision Plan
         Vistula 
         Monroe Auburn
Other Neighborhood Plans

         2009 North Toledo Quality of Life Plan
         2004 Monroe Street Corridor Plan
**Overall 2015 Toledo Strategic Plan for Arts and Culture
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TDC Area of Influence

TOLEDO DESIGN COLLECTIVE (TDC)
MISSION STATEMENT.   The Broadway Corridor 
Coalition fosters collaboration, community, and 
economic development in the neighborhood. 
 
VISION STATEMENT.  The BCC strives to be a 
model for economic development and neighborhood 
revitalization. 
 
VALUES STATEMENT.    The BCC fosters a diverse, 
connected, and collaborative neighborhood through 
open and active leadership, communication, promotion, 
and support of, by and for its members, residents, 
businesses, organizations, and visitors to the area. 
 
PURPOSE.    The BCC is organized “ exclusively 
for	charitable,	religious,	educational,	and	scientific	
purposes, including, for such purposes,  the making 
of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt 

organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of 
any future federal tax code” as well as, “organizing 
community groups and residents to plan development, 
coordinate	implementation	of	beneficial	services	to	
impoverished community members, and provide a 
consolidated voice for community advocacy.” Likewise, 
the BCC is organized for the purpose of “planning, 
organizing, directing and coordinating the economic 
revitalization activities, development, and redevelopment 
of the South End, focused on improving the quality of life 
for low-income residents, and consisting of: commercial 
and business development, nuisance abatement, 
improvement of housing conditions, workforce and youth 
programs, community facilities, and open space.”  

BROADWAY CORRIDOR COALITION (BCC)

Broadway Mile | Introduction
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PLANNING TEAM STRUCTURE

December
2020

February
2021

April
2021

June
2021

August
2021

October
2021

December
2021

neighborhood engagement

refinement + approval

kick-off

OVERVIEW. Over the course of the last year, 
the Broadway Corridor Coalition’s (BCC) Economic 
Development Committee engaged the Toledo Design 
Collective (TDC) in this planning process to bolster 
community feedback and community support for the 
Broadway Corridor Streetscape Study.  
 
The Core Planning Team met monthly, sharing 
stakeholder visions and ongoing projects, and reviewing 
the development of the Broadway Corridor Study. Once 
goals were established by the Core Planning Team and   
The Broadway Corridor Coalition (BCC) is the 
organization	formed	around	revitalization	efforts	and	

tasked with overseeing the creation and implementation 
of the 2017 Old South End Master Plan. The planning 
process was facilitated by the Toledo Design Collective 
(TDC)	in	conjunction	with	the	staff	of	the	City	of	
Toledo Division of Transportation. The streetscape 
recommendations	are	rooted	in	significant	community	
stakeholder and neighborhood resident input.

PLANNING TIMELINE

City of Toledo Division of Transportation

Private Sector Stakeholders
Residents
Landlords
Institutions

Owners
Merchants

Public Sector Stakeholders

Government
Toledo Economic Development

Public Services

Core Planning Team / Main Partners

Broadway Corridor Coalition BCC
Toledo Design Collective TDC

 

Sofia	Quintero	Arts	and	
Cultural Center

Toledo-Lucas County Plan 
Commission	Staff

District 3 Council member
Toledo Zoo

2

1

3

4

2. DATA COLLECTION.  Gathering information on the 
Broadway Mile such as street measurements, location 
of	bus	pull-offs	and	crosswalks,	and	identifying	major	
anchors in the area
 
3. STREETSCAPE LAYOUT.  Setting up the proposed 
streetscapes. Using information through engagement 
and	refinement	from	the	Division	of	Transportation,	
we	laid	out	the	design	of	four	identified	nodes	along	
Broadway. 
 
4. REFINEMENT AND APPROVAL.  Drafting the 
final	report	and	refining	all	of	the	street	designs	and	
information being provided.  

OVERVIEW. 
While	the	project	kicked	off	in	December	of	2020,	
there were approximately two months of pre-planning 
work with the Broadway Corridor Coalition to begin the 
substantive process in February 2021. The process 
was led by a Core Planning Team, which included 
stakeholders	from	the	BCC,	TDC,	and	others	identified	
in the graphic on page 11. The process included four 
different	steps:

 
1. NEIGHBORHOOD ENGAGEMENT.  Including 
four major engagement methods with a mixture of 
attending events and ongoing individual engagement 
opportunities. 

TDC data collection

streetscape layout
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OLD SOUTH END 2017 MASTER PLAN

RELEVANCE. Broadway Street serves as a home 
for a diverse set of residents where Hispanic residents 
of	Toledo	have	largely	influenced	Old	South	End.	The	
corridor lies between the Toledo Zoo and Downtown 
making it an optimal location for car travel and activity. It 
has been faced with blight/redlining and unfair planning 
in the past. As the BCC grew and became more 
organized, they sought to approach goal no 2. Reinvent 
Broadway, leading to this Corridor Study. The following 
page directly quotes the OSE 2017 Master Plan in it’s 
goals and strategies for the Broadway Mile.

OVERVIEW. The	Old	South	End	(OSE),	first	
established in the mid 1840’s, is one of Toledo Ohio’s 
oldest neighborhoods, located just south of the original 
town founded in 1837. After years of disinvestment 
no recent strategic planning, the Broadway Corridor 
Coalition worked with the Toledo Design Collective to 
create the 2017 Old South End Master Plan. 

The OSE 2017 Master Plan created an informed 
Framework Plan for neighborhood redevelopment based 
on 5 overarching goals:  

1. Provide neighborhood services,  
2. Reinvent Broadway,  
3. Enhance regional destination of the neighborhood,  
4. Stabilize and improve existing housing,  
5. And empower the Broadway Corridor Coalition 

(BCC).  
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OSE 2017 MASTER PLAN IDENTIFIED NODES
OVERVIEW. The framework of the OSE 2017 
Master	Plan	identifies	4	nodes	along	Broadway	Street.	
A	“node”	is	defined	as	a	point	of	congregation	within	
a city, oftentimes amongst a collection of community 
hubs.	Below	are	the	definitions	of	these	nodes	and	their	
correlation to the diagram above.  The following pages 
explain the Master Plan goals for these nodes in further 
detail. 

GATEWAY NODE: 

This Northern Gateway Node begins at Segur and is 
anchored	by	three	of	the	most	architecturally	significant	
buildings in the Old South End. 

1. ZÓCALO NODE: 

Highlighted in green, at Western and Broadway, is a 
multi-block area bounded by Western Ave., Maumee, 
Walbridge,	and	Field	centered	on	the	Sophia	Quintero	
Art & Cultural Center, creating the Zócalo node. This 
node contains continuous storefronts many of which 
already celebrate the Latino Culture.  
 
The vision for this node is to create a town center 
experience surrounding the intersection of Broadway 

and Western, expanding and enhancing the existing 
community anchors in ways that continue to celebrate 
the Latino Culture. This cultural center would not only be 
unique to Toledo but to the region, and attract revenue 
into the Old South End.
 
2. COMMUNITY SERVICE NODE + 
FRAGMENTS: 

Highlighted in blue, the area surrounding the intersection 
of South and Broadway is another opportunity for a 
concentration of activities for an Urban Village. This 
area	has	the	benefit	of	the	South	Branch	Toledo	Public	
Library, a concentration of existing commercial uses, 
and a future health clinic and credit union. Although the 
commercial uses need to be upgraded to accommodate 
community needs, the area has lots of potential to 
strengthen access to community services and resources 
along the Broadway Mile. 

3. RETAIL NODE: 

Highlighted in red, between the Broadway intersections 
at Segur to the north and Orchard to the south, 
is a Retail and Service Node is created by many 
large businesses including Broadway Food Center, 

Broadway Mile | Introduction

THE REINVENTION OF BROADWAY

The BCC will lead this effort and key Partners should 
include: 
• Old South End Stakeholders
• City of Toledo 
• Toledo Lucas County Plan Commission 
• Land Bank
• Toledo Lucas County Port Authority 
• LISC 
• Toledo Public Schools 
• TARTA 
• Diocese of Toledo 

An initial list of BCC Action Steps include: 
1. Spearhead design refinements of the Master Plan 

Framework recommendations 
2. Work closely with the City of Toledo Division of 

Transportation Department to design and implement 
Complete Streets improvements for the “Broadway 
Mile” and get in the queue for the City of Toledo 
Capital Improvement dollars.

Broadway Mile | Introduction

3. Explore Historic District Designation for nodes 1 and 
2 to increase redevelopment funding options

4. Coordinate land assemblage, especially in the 4 
nodes, with the Land Bank.

5. Refine the definition of the C-6/Urban Village 
zoning and expand the boundaries to align with the 
proposed 4 nodes and thereby encourage more 
mixed use and higher density along the Broadway 
Mile 

6. Engage with TPS in the possible re purposing of 
Westfield School to a student population that better 
serves the neighborhood.

This Corridor Study focuses directly on Action Steps 1 
and 2 with some guidance on item 5 in the Streetscape 
Recommendations section.

OLD SOUTH END 2017 MASTER PLAN
Continued

Street Hierarchy Diagram from the 2017 OSE Master Plan, calling out Broadway Street (red), Western Avenue, and South Avenue (black).
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2. 3. 4. 

2. 3. 4. 

OSE 2017 MASTER PLAN IDENTIFIED NODES
Continued

ZÓCALO NODE

Key Elements of the concept: 
• Major	traffic	calming	improvements	

that include; only two lanes of moving 
traffic,	major	mid-block	crossing,	
increased on street parking, and bike 
lanes

• Protecting existing building fabric and 
encouraging	new	infill	structures.

• Two possible street removals to 
expand green space continuity.

• Consolidated parking to eliminate 
curb cuts and therefore left turn lanes 
from Broadway.

• Creation of an outdoor plaza and 
activity area in front of the existing 
shopping center.

RETAIL NODE

Key Elements of the concept: 
• Reduced	moving	traffic	lanes	on	

Broadway in order to introduce 
Complete Streets improvements.

• Major	reconfiguration	of	the	
Broadway and South intersection to 
enhance pedestrian accessibility and 
safety.

• Improvements in the parking lot 
of the retail center to protect and 
encourage pedestrian circulation and 
additional retail options.

• Enhanced landscape improvements 
along Broadway

• Park like enhancements in the front 
yard of the former Carnegie Library

1. 2. 3. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE NODE

Key Elements of the concept:
• Reconfiguration	of	the	intersection	of	

Broadway and Orchard to improve 
safety and create green space 
around the Mosaic Ministries new 
Early Childhood Center.

• Reduce	lanes	of	moving	traffic	in	
order to permit incorporation of 
Complete Streets Improvements.

• Consolidate parking on the East side 
of Broadway which services existing 
and potentially new retail.

• Improve street side setting of historic 
fire,station.

• Enhanced right-of-way landscaping 
and new gateway element

DANNY THOMAS NODE

The Old South End’s only park is 
extremely important to the  community’s 
youth, but as it stands, it severely 
lacks in proper accessibility, facilities, 
maintenance, and oversight.

The former Newbury School site, now 
vacant, should be evaluated as a potential 
area for park expansion. The vacation of 
a portion of Stebbins would expand the 
potential park area and provide broader 
exposure to Broadway to enhance natural 
surveillance and therefore safety.

Broadway Mile | Introduction
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Within the Broadway Corridor, there are many 
community anchors central to the Old South End 
Neighborhood. Anchors within the neighborhood are 
specific	places	identified	by	the	community	as	main	
hubs for activity. Anchors may also be prominent 
neighborhood businesses. These anchors can be broken 
down into four categories; Community Centers, Public 
Sector Facilities, Educational Facilities, and Religious 
Institutions. The anchors that fall under each category 
are highlighted in the maps below.

BROADWAY MILE ANCHORS

Broadway Mile | Introduction

Anchors
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5. 
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COMMUNITY CENTERS:
1. Mayores Senior Center
2. The Believe Center
3. Sofia	Quintero	Arts	&	Cultural	Center
4. Sofia	Quintero	Hispanic	Art
5. Providence Center
6. Carson Family Boys and Girls Club
7. SQACC	Community	Gardens
8. SeaGate Food Bank of NW Ohio
9. Mosaic Ministries

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES:
1. Escuela SMART Bilingual Elementary
2. Queen	of	Apostles	School
3. Marshall Elementary School
4. South Branch Library 

PUBLIC SECTOR FACILITIES:
1. South Side Community Health 
2. Compassion Health Toledo
3. Toledo Fire Station 9

Food Supplier

14

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS:
1. United Church of God
2. St. Lucas Lutheran Church
3. Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
4. Vision Ministries
5. Servant Heart Christian Church

Community Anchors
Strengths:
• 

• 

• Challenges:
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

12

FOOD SUPPLIERS:
1. Broadway Food Market

Community Centers

Educational Facilities

Overview of Nodes

Food Supplier

Public Sector Facilities

Religious Institutions
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BROADWAY NODES AND MAJOR ANCHORS

SOFIA QUINTERO ARTS AND CULTURAL 
CENTER (SQACC)

Major Anchor of Zócalo Town Center Node: 
The	Sofia	Quintero	Art	&	Cultural	Center	serves	as	
an oasis for neighborhood residents and local artists. 
Through	events	and	programs,	SQACC	provides	
interest, awareness, and education about Latino art, 
heritage,	and	culture.	The	SQACC	Board	of	Trustees	
comprises of Latinos and non-Latinos with an interest in 
preserving Latino Culture and community involvement. 

BROADWAY FOOD CENTER

Major Anchor of Broadway and South Node: 
Founded in 1989, Broadway Food Center has been 
serving the Toledo area for over 30 years. Broadway 
Food Center is a proud member of the Toledo local 
merchant community, and loves every opportunity to 
interact with customers. Within the Broadway Mile and 
Old South End, Broadway Food Center acts as the only 
major food distribution center in the entire community 
making it a crucial anchor to residents. 

SOUTH BRANCH LIBRARY

Major Anchor of Orchard Street Node: 
South Branch Library opened its doors January 16, 
1918, and was built with funds from famous library 
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. Through the years, 
South Branch has been an important asset to the Old 
South End community, serving a multicultural and 
diverse neighborhood, specializing in the Latino culture 
with both English and Spanish collections.

DANNY THOMAS PARK

Major Anchor of Danny Thomas Node:  
Danny Thomas Park, which was once the site of 
Toledo’s	first	waterworks	established	in	1873,	is	now	
one of the most prominent green spaces and outdoor 
recreation areas along the Broadway Mile. In 2019 the 
Ripken Foundation opened a synthetic turf baseball and 
soccer	field	with	the	aims	to	serve	as	the	central	location	
for the YMCA of Greater Toledo and The Believe Center 
programs. 

Broadway Mile | Introduction
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C. POSTCARDS AND MAILBOXES

To allow the community to submit personalized 
responses and reach a larger number of people living 
in the Old South End, seven mailboxes were placed 
at major anchors along and around Broadway Street. 
These	mailboxes	had	postcards	that	residents	could	fill	
out and directly tell us what improvements needed to be 
added along the target area. 

D. INTERACTIVE POSTERS

To	offer	a	more	simple	engagement	opportunity	for	
community members visiting anchors, interactive 
posters were placed at anchors with the most foot 
traffic	including	the	South	Branch	Library,	Immaculate	
Conception, the Believe Center, and Mosaic Ministries. 
We also brought an interactive poster to any 
engagement event that we attended including Escuela 
SMART Academy’s Spanish Heritage Month event. 

B. ESCUELA SMART SPANISH HERITAGE   
MONTH EVENT

Escuela	SMART	Academy,	located	within	the	identified	
Zocalo node held, a Hispanic Heritage Month event 
on September 15th.  At this event, the TDC set up an 
interactive poster and spoke directly to guests about the 
most important improvements they wanted to see added 
to the Broadway Mile. 

A. COMMUNITY KICK-OFF WORKSHOP

A	two-day	charrette	was	held	at	Sophia	Quintero	
Arts and Cultural Center on July 9th and 10th. This 
preliminary workshop was to help get an initial idea of 
what the residents of the Old South End wanted to see 
change along Broadway. They did this by identifying its 
current strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities. 

JULY
9TH & 10TH

SEPT
15TH

AUG - SEPT

AUG - SEPT

Broadway Mile | Community Engagement

ENGAGEMENT EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

OVERVIEW. It was extremely important that the 
residents of the Old South End (OSE) were involved 
throughout the entire planning process. All proposed 
streetscape designs, starting on page 34, were created 
based on the community’s requests which the TDC 
gathered from several engagement strategies. 
 
The four engagement opportunities included two events 
and two ongoing interactive opportunities, garnering over 
100 responses from OSE residents and stakeholders. 
The results and processes of each engagement type are 
outlined to the right.   
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A. COMMUNITY KICK-OFF WORKSHOP

WORKSHOP RESULTS

Pedestrians need space to be developed and everything 
needs to be maintained:  
• Sidewalk/pedestrian	have	predominately	been	identified	as	

needed
• Maintenance of the right-of-way
• Reducing street size and add more room for pedestrian 

recreation

People are driving too fast and there are safety concerns
• There is no police enforcement for speeding cars
• No police stopping criminal activity

Traffic Calming
• The wish for marked parking lots
• Traffic	calming	idea	–	alternate	parking	on	the	other	side	of	

the street

Better use of Space
• More Green space
• Corner triangles have the opportunity to be mini parks
• Appropriate trees and tree maintenance
• More space for outdoor seating 

OVERVIEW.  To generate initial ideas for 
what residents of the Old South End wanted 
to see along Broadway Street, a two-day 
workshop	was	held	at	Sophia	Quintero	Arts	and	
Cultural Center on July 9th and 10th. 

At this workshop, residents brainstormed and 
were walked through a variety of interactive 
posters that displayed options for Broadway 
with preliminary street sections. Participants 
identified	the	current	strengths,	weaknesses,	
and opportunities on the corridor, and located 
community anchors.  

The workshop consisted of 25 community 
members and the consensus of their ideas are 
shown below.
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EVENT RESULTS

During this event, TDC set up a table with opportunities 
for	attendees	to	fill	out	postcards	with	recommendations	
for the Broadway Mile and an interactive poster where 
people could mark improvement opportunities that they 
most wanted to see. TDC talked to over 30 people and 
had 22 respond to the poster. 

The categories that received the most check marks 
include: 
• Creating more outdoor space
• Creating new businesses within the Broadway Mile
• Adding planters and street greenery
• Creating a designated bike lane 
• Adding more outdoor seating 
• Activating vacant lots

Bus Access 1
Bike lane 2

Planters 3
Outdoor Seating 2
New Businesses 3

Sidewalk Repair 1
Pedestrian Lighting 1

Way Finding 1

Outdoor Space 7

Poster Information + Responses: Escuela SMART
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 2
Outdoor Space 4

Poster Information + Responses: South Branch Library
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 6

Sidewalk Repair 8
Pedestrian Lighting 4

Way Finding 4

Category Selections: Postcards
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 3

Way Finding 2

Bus Access 5
Bike lane 7

Planters 4
Outdoor Seating 5
New Businesses 5

5
Sidewalk Repair 11

Pedestrian Lighting 5

Outdoor Space

Bus Access 2
Bike lane 9

Planters 7
Outdoor Seating 5
New Businesses 10

Name Address Phone Email Key Design Selected Comments

Chris Amato N/A N/A N/A Outdoor Space
Extend / Wider sidewalks, angled Parking, antique light poles, two 

lanes of traffic vs four lanes
Anthony Duran Jr. 549 Prouty Ave N/A AntDuran8213@gmail.com Bike Lane Could we please have a protected bike lane

Maurice Carter  872 Prouty Ave 419‐984‐7350  carterboy872@yahoo.com
Way Finding, Bike Lane, Outdoor Space, Outdoor 

Seating, Planters
N/A

Marie Irons 435 Western Ave 419‐340‐2024 N/A N/A Speed limit restricted
MJ Pilcker 566 Prouty Ave N/A mjpilcker@sbcacobat.net N/A Maybe a hardware store

Don Streeter  419 N Saint Clair 419‐654‐7625 N/A N/A
Family style resturaunt, signs indicating schools, step up effots 

NOW to eliminate or raise possesion of + repourpose dilapadated 
structures with absent landlords / owners 

Walter Schlesel  1013 Colburn St 419‐255‐6027 N/A N/A
most important to make the area look better ‐ remove weeds, 

and plant flowers in spring

N/A N/A N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike lane, Bus Access, Pedestrian 

Lighting, New Businesses 
N/A

N/A N/A N/A N/A Bike Lane Fix the streets! 

Miguel Flores 233 South  419‐351‐1958 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Outdoor Space, Outdoor Seating, 

New Businesses, Planters
N/A

Estella Rosales 233 South  419‐340‐7759 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Outdoor Space, Outdoor Seating, 

New Businesses, Planters
N/A

Delfina Mora 516 Colburn 419‐514‐8719 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Vaccant Lot Activation, Outdoor 

Seating, New Businesses, Planters
Put a big planter in front of each business and let them plant 

things that represent their businesses 

Elaina Hernandez 463 Thurston 419‐283‐1626 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Vacant Lot Activation, new 

Businesses
Affordable fresh fruit & veggie market. Like Monette's or Coilinos. 

Turn lane at broadway and western

Annabelle Vela 210 Graham St N/A annabelvela@hotmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Pedestrain Lighting, Outdoor 

Seating, Planters, New Businesses
N/A

Isabel Hamby 210 Graham St 419‐367‐3108 isabelhamby@gmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Vacant Lot Activation, Bike Lane, 
Buss Access, Outdoor Space, Pedestrain Lighting, 

Outdoor Seating, New businesses, Planters 
N/A

Lotte Rodriquez 432 Knower St 419‐260‐0079 N/A Sidewalk Repair All Knower street , Maumee Walbridge need work
Toma Duane 549 Prouty Ave 419‐870‐5438 coachlorynduane@gmail.com N/A We need to keep a turn lane

Maria Gonzalez N/A N/A N/A Bike Lane, Planters, New Businesses
Scool Crossing at SQACC, bike lane, two lanes of traffic in the 

middle

Mark Sholl 1708 Heatherdowns N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Pedestrain Lighting, 

Planters, New Businesses
School Crossing

N/A N/A N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Pedestrian Lighting, 

New Businesses
N/A

Adam Hernandez 6737 Lincoln Green 419‐322‐9215 adambtf210@gmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Vacant Lot Activation, 

Way Finding
Street Cross Walks

Postcard Responses

OVERVIEW. The Toledo Design Collective attended 
the September 15th, Hispanic Heritage Month kick-
off	at	Escuela	SMART	Academy	where	we	got	22	
individual poster responses. In order to ensure an equal 
opportunity of responses, we created bilingual Spanish 
and English posters to share at this event.  
 
Escuela Smart Academy is a public school within the Old 
South End serving roughly 293 PK-6 students. Although 
Escuela SMART Academy does not directly border 
Broadway Street, it still has a very large presence within 
the Broadway Mile with many children in the Old South 
End needing to cross Broadway Street to get to the 
school. 

B. ESCUELA SMART ACADEMY SPANISH 
     HERITAGE MONTH EVENT
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C. POSTCARDS AND MAILBOXES

OVERVIEW.  To provide more opportunities for 
community feedback on needed amenities along 
Broadway, TDC created interactive postcards with 
temporary mailboxes placed at various community hubs 
within the Old South End. 

The mailboxes were placed at the following anchors:
• South Branch Library
• Sofia	Quintero
• Broadway Food Center
• Mosaic Ministries
• Titgemeier’s
• The Believe Center
• Immaculate Conception

On this postcard was a map of the Broadway Mile 
with all mailbox locations marked. On the back of the 
postcard was a list of improvements that community 
members could circle with a blank text box where they 
could write in their own ideas. One of the most prominent 
responses we received from the postcards was a plea 
for a bike lane.

Mailbox Location at Broadway Food Center

Bus Access 1
Bike lane 2

Planters 3
Outdoor Seating 2
New Businesses 3

Sidewalk Repair 1
Pedestrian Lighting 1

Way Finding 1

Outdoor Space 7

Poster Information + Responses: Escuela SMART
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 2
Outdoor Space 4

Poster Information + Responses: South Branch Library
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 6

Sidewalk Repair 8
Pedestrian Lighting 4

Way Finding 4

Category Selections: Postcards
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 3

Way Finding 2
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5
Sidewalk Repair 11
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Outdoor Space

Bus Access 2
Bike lane 9
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Name Address Phone Email Key Design Selected Comments

Chris Amato N/A N/A N/A Outdoor Space
Extend / Wider sidewalks, angled Parking, antique light poles, two 

lanes of traffic vs four lanes
Anthony Duran Jr. 549 Prouty Ave N/A AntDuran8213@gmail.com Bike Lane Could we please have a protected bike lane

Maurice Carter  872 Prouty Ave 419‐984‐7350  carterboy872@yahoo.com
Way Finding, Bike Lane, Outdoor Space, Outdoor 

Seating, Planters
N/A

Marie Irons 435 Western Ave 419‐340‐2024 N/A N/A Speed limit restricted
MJ Pilcker 566 Prouty Ave N/A mjpilcker@sbcacobat.net N/A Maybe a hardware store

Don Streeter  419 N Saint Clair 419‐654‐7625 N/A N/A
Family style resturaunt, signs indicating schools, step up effots 

NOW to eliminate or raise possesion of + repourpose dilapadated 
structures with absent landlords / owners 

Walter Schlesel  1013 Colburn St 419‐255‐6027 N/A N/A
most important to make the area look better ‐ remove weeds, 

and plant flowers in spring

N/A N/A N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike lane, Bus Access, Pedestrian 

Lighting, New Businesses 
N/A

N/A N/A N/A N/A Bike Lane Fix the streets! 

Miguel Flores 233 South  419‐351‐1958 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Outdoor Space, Outdoor Seating, 

New Businesses, Planters
N/A

Estella Rosales 233 South  419‐340‐7759 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Outdoor Space, Outdoor Seating, 

New Businesses, Planters
N/A

Delfina Mora 516 Colburn 419‐514‐8719 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Vaccant Lot Activation, Outdoor 

Seating, New Businesses, Planters
Put a big planter in front of each business and let them plant 

things that represent their businesses 

Elaina Hernandez 463 Thurston 419‐283‐1626 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Vacant Lot Activation, new 

Businesses
Affordable fresh fruit & veggie market. Like Monette's or Coilinos. 

Turn lane at broadway and western

Annabelle Vela 210 Graham St N/A annabelvela@hotmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Pedestrain Lighting, Outdoor 

Seating, Planters, New Businesses
N/A

Isabel Hamby 210 Graham St 419‐367‐3108 isabelhamby@gmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Vacant Lot Activation, Bike Lane, 
Buss Access, Outdoor Space, Pedestrain Lighting, 

Outdoor Seating, New businesses, Planters 
N/A

Lotte Rodriquez 432 Knower St 419‐260‐0079 N/A Sidewalk Repair All Knower street , Maumee Walbridge need work
Toma Duane 549 Prouty Ave 419‐870‐5438 coachlorynduane@gmail.com N/A We need to keep a turn lane

Maria Gonzalez N/A N/A N/A Bike Lane, Planters, New Businesses
Scool Crossing at SQACC, bike lane, two lanes of traffic in the 

middle

Mark Sholl 1708 Heatherdowns N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Pedestrain Lighting, 

Planters, New Businesses
School Crossing

N/A N/A N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Pedestrian Lighting, 

New Businesses
N/A

Adam Hernandez 6737 Lincoln Green 419‐322‐9215 adambtf210@gmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Vacant Lot Activation, 

Way Finding
Street Cross Walks

Postcard Responses
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Poster Information + Responses: Escuela SMART
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Vacant Lot Activation 2
Outdoor Space 4

Poster Information + Responses: South Branch Library
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 6

Sidewalk Repair 8
Pedestrian Lighting 4

Way Finding 4

Category Selections: Postcards
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 3

Way Finding 2

Bus Access 5
Bike lane 7

Planters 4
Outdoor Seating 5
New Businesses 5

5
Sidewalk Repair 11

Pedestrian Lighting 5

Outdoor Space

Bus Access 2
Bike lane 9

Planters 7
Outdoor Seating 5
New Businesses 10

Name Address Phone Email Key Design Selected Comments

Chris Amato N/A N/A N/A Outdoor Space
Extend / Wider sidewalks, angled Parking, antique light poles, two 

lanes of traffic vs four lanes
Anthony Duran Jr. 549 Prouty Ave N/A AntDuran8213@gmail.com Bike Lane Could we please have a protected bike lane

Maurice Carter  872 Prouty Ave 419‐984‐7350  carterboy872@yahoo.com
Way Finding, Bike Lane, Outdoor Space, Outdoor 

Seating, Planters
N/A

Marie Irons 435 Western Ave 419‐340‐2024 N/A N/A Speed limit restricted
MJ Pilcker 566 Prouty Ave N/A mjpilcker@sbcacobat.net N/A Maybe a hardware store

Don Streeter  419 N Saint Clair 419‐654‐7625 N/A N/A
Family style resturaunt, signs indicating schools, step up effots 

NOW to eliminate or raise possesion of + repourpose dilapadated 
structures with absent landlords / owners 

Walter Schlesel  1013 Colburn St 419‐255‐6027 N/A N/A
most important to make the area look better ‐ remove weeds, 

and plant flowers in spring

N/A N/A N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike lane, Bus Access, Pedestrian 

Lighting, New Businesses 
N/A

N/A N/A N/A N/A Bike Lane Fix the streets! 

Miguel Flores 233 South  419‐351‐1958 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Outdoor Space, Outdoor Seating, 

New Businesses, Planters
N/A

Estella Rosales 233 South  419‐340‐7759 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Outdoor Space, Outdoor Seating, 

New Businesses, Planters
N/A

Delfina Mora 516 Colburn 419‐514‐8719 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Vaccant Lot Activation, Outdoor 

Seating, New Businesses, Planters
Put a big planter in front of each business and let them plant 

things that represent their businesses 

Elaina Hernandez 463 Thurston 419‐283‐1626 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Vacant Lot Activation, new 

Businesses
Affordable fresh fruit & veggie market. Like Monette's or Coilinos. 

Turn lane at broadway and western

Annabelle Vela 210 Graham St N/A annabelvela@hotmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Pedestrain Lighting, Outdoor 

Seating, Planters, New Businesses
N/A

Isabel Hamby 210 Graham St 419‐367‐3108 isabelhamby@gmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Vacant Lot Activation, Bike Lane, 
Buss Access, Outdoor Space, Pedestrain Lighting, 

Outdoor Seating, New businesses, Planters 
N/A

Lotte Rodriquez 432 Knower St 419‐260‐0079 N/A Sidewalk Repair All Knower street , Maumee Walbridge need work
Toma Duane 549 Prouty Ave 419‐870‐5438 coachlorynduane@gmail.com N/A We need to keep a turn lane

Maria Gonzalez N/A N/A N/A Bike Lane, Planters, New Businesses
Scool Crossing at SQACC, bike lane, two lanes of traffic in the 

middle

Mark Sholl 1708 Heatherdowns N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Pedestrain Lighting, 

Planters, New Businesses
School Crossing

N/A N/A N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Pedestrian Lighting, 

New Businesses
N/A

Adam Hernandez 6737 Lincoln Green 419‐322‐9215 adambtf210@gmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Vacant Lot Activation, 

Way Finding
Street Cross Walks

Postcard Responses

RESULTS.  Mailboxes were available 
at anchors for three weeks with multiple 
check-ins to pick up the postcards. Among 
all of the anchor locations, we received 
a majority of responses from the South 
Branch Library, the Believe Center, and 
Sofia	Quintero	Arts	and	Cultural	Center.	 
 
Overall we received nearly 30 individual 
responses from residents of the Old South 
End. 

The most selected categories and 
written responses focused on:  

• Updating and repairing sidewalks and 
making it safer for people to cross the 
street

• Creating opportunities for new 
businesses to move in

• Creating a designated bike lane
• Adding planters and urban greenery 

to the area primarily around 
businesses

Mailbox location at Titgemeirs

Mailbox location at the Believe Center
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Back of postcard: categories of improvements

Back of postcard: instructions and place for written responses

Front of postcard
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Bus Access 1
Bike lane 2

Planters 3
Outdoor Seating 2
New Businesses 3

Sidewalk Repair 1
Pedestrian Lighting 1

Way Finding 1

Outdoor Space 7

Poster Information + Responses: Escuela SMART
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 2
Outdoor Space 4

Poster Information + Responses: South Branch Library
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 6

Sidewalk Repair 8
Pedestrian Lighting 4

Way Finding 4

Category Selections: Postcards
Category Number of Responses

Vacant Lot Activation 3

Way Finding 2

Bus Access 5
Bike lane 7

Planters 4
Outdoor Seating 5
New Businesses 5

5
Sidewalk Repair 11

Pedestrian Lighting 5

Outdoor Space

Bus Access 2
Bike lane 9

Planters 7
Outdoor Seating 5
New Businesses 10

Name Address Phone Email Key Design Selected Comments

Chris Amato N/A N/A N/A Outdoor Space
Extend / Wider sidewalks, angled Parking, antique light poles, two 

lanes of traffic vs four lanes
Anthony Duran Jr. 549 Prouty Ave N/A AntDuran8213@gmail.com Bike Lane Could we please have a protected bike lane

Maurice Carter  872 Prouty Ave 419‐984‐7350  carterboy872@yahoo.com
Way Finding, Bike Lane, Outdoor Space, Outdoor 

Seating, Planters
N/A

Marie Irons 435 Western Ave 419‐340‐2024 N/A N/A Speed limit restricted
MJ Pilcker 566 Prouty Ave N/A mjpilcker@sbcacobat.net N/A Maybe a hardware store

Don Streeter  419 N Saint Clair 419‐654‐7625 N/A N/A
Family style resturaunt, signs indicating schools, step up effots 

NOW to eliminate or raise possesion of + repourpose dilapadated 
structures with absent landlords / owners 

Walter Schlesel  1013 Colburn St 419‐255‐6027 N/A N/A
most important to make the area look better ‐ remove weeds, 

and plant flowers in spring

N/A N/A N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike lane, Bus Access, Pedestrian 

Lighting, New Businesses 
N/A

N/A N/A N/A N/A Bike Lane Fix the streets! 

Miguel Flores 233 South  419‐351‐1958 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Outdoor Space, Outdoor Seating, 

New Businesses, Planters
N/A

Estella Rosales 233 South  419‐340‐7759 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Outdoor Space, Outdoor Seating, 

New Businesses, Planters
N/A

Delfina Mora 516 Colburn 419‐514‐8719 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Vaccant Lot Activation, Outdoor 

Seating, New Businesses, Planters
Put a big planter in front of each business and let them plant 

things that represent their businesses 

Elaina Hernandez 463 Thurston 419‐283‐1626 N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Vacant Lot Activation, new 

Businesses
Affordable fresh fruit & veggie market. Like Monette's or Coilinos. 

Turn lane at broadway and western

Annabelle Vela 210 Graham St N/A annabelvela@hotmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Pedestrain Lighting, Outdoor 

Seating, Planters, New Businesses
N/A

Isabel Hamby 210 Graham St 419‐367‐3108 isabelhamby@gmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Vacant Lot Activation, Bike Lane, 
Buss Access, Outdoor Space, Pedestrain Lighting, 

Outdoor Seating, New businesses, Planters 
N/A

Lotte Rodriquez 432 Knower St 419‐260‐0079 N/A Sidewalk Repair All Knower street , Maumee Walbridge need work
Toma Duane 549 Prouty Ave 419‐870‐5438 coachlorynduane@gmail.com N/A We need to keep a turn lane

Maria Gonzalez N/A N/A N/A Bike Lane, Planters, New Businesses
Scool Crossing at SQACC, bike lane, two lanes of traffic in the 

middle

Mark Sholl 1708 Heatherdowns N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Pedestrain Lighting, 

Planters, New Businesses
School Crossing

N/A N/A N/A N/A
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Pedestrian Lighting, 

New Businesses
N/A

Adam Hernandez 6737 Lincoln Green 419‐322‐9215 adambtf210@gmail.com
Sidewalk Repair, Bike Lane, Vacant Lot Activation, 

Way Finding
Street Cross Walks

Postcard Responses

D. INTERACTIVE POSTERS

OVERVIEW. In addition 
to individual postcard 
responses, the TDC also 
placed interactive posters 
at	three	different	locations	
along the Broadway Mile. 
Similar to the postcards, 
participants could select the 
improvements they wanted 
to see most along Broadway 
by category.  

These	different	categories	of	
improvements include:

• Vacant Lot Activation
• Outdoor Space
• Sidewalk Repair
• Pedestrian Lighting
• Way Finding
• Planters
• New Businesses
• Buss Access
• Bike Lane

These interactive posters were placed at the following 
locations:
• South Branch Library
• Mosaic Ministries
• Immaculate Conception

While	postcards	offer	a	chance	for	community	members	
to give very personalized feedback, it is not always the 
most convenient form of engagement for people who 
might be in a rush. 

RESULTS.  TDC received over 40 responses from the 
interactive poster sites, a majority of which came from 
the poster at the South Branch Library. 

Within the responses from the South Branch Library the 
most selected categories include:
• Sidewalk Repair
• Outdoor Space
• Bike Lane
• Vacant Lot Activation

Poster Location at South Branch Library

ENGAGEMENT EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES: 
RESULTS

C. POSTCARDS AND MAILBOXES

Using Postcards allowed community members to submit 
written improvement and select improvements by category. 

The most selected categories and responses were: 
Updating and repairing sidewalks and making it safer for 
people to cross the street
• Creating opportunities for new businesses to move in
• Creating a designated bike lane
• Adding planters and urban greenery to the area 

primarily around businesses

D. INTERACTIVE POSTERS

Using the interactive posters allowed community members 
to select improvements by category. 

The most selected categories were:
• Sidewalk Repair
• Outdoor Space
• Bike Lane
• Vacant Lot Activation

B. ESCUELA SMART ACADEMY SPANISH 
HERITAGE MONTH EVENT

This event allowed TDC to talk directly to residents and 
gave	them	the	opportunity	to	fill	out	a	bilingual	interactive	
poster. 

The most selected categories were:
• Creating more outdoor space
• Creating new businesses within the Broadway Mile
• Adding planters and street greenery

A. COMMUNITY KICK-OFF WORKSHOP

This workshop allowed CPT members to talk directly 
to community members and identify what they thought 
were strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities along the 
Broadway Mile. 

Top identified strengths, challenges, and weaknesses:
• Pedestrian spaces to be developed and maintained
• People are driving too fast 
• Traffic	calming	needs	implemented

25
RESPONSES

22
RESPONSES

26
RESPONSES

42
RESPONSES

115 TOTAL
RESPONSES

Broadway Mile | Community Engagement
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STREETSCAPE RECOMMENDATIONS

OVERVIEW. After continued engagement with the 
Core Planning Team, Broadway business owners, and 
Old South End (OSE) residents, the following pages 
explore	in	great	detail	the	possibilities	for	traffic	calming	
along Broadway Street. These solutions span from 
Western	Avenue	by	Sofia	Quintero	Arts	and	Cultural	
Center down to Stebbins St at Danny Thomas Park. 
The recommended design solutions vary at each of the 
following nodes to address the needs and maintenance 
capacity of the diverse Broadway Mile stakeholders:  

A. Zócalo Node:	Sofia	Quintero

B. Retail Node: Broadway Food Center

C. Community Service Node: South Branch Library

D. Recreation Node: Danny Thomas Park 

There are two additional opportunities for street 
improvements in the future along Western and South 
Avenue, given their neighborhood commercial character 
that	extends	off	Broadway	Street	as	a	link	to	the	Anthony	
Wayne Trail.

BIKE CONNECTIVITY. While there are many who 
commute by bike in the Old South End, few feel safe 
riding their bike on Broadway. Instead, it is noted 
that many cyclists use the sidewalks on Broadway. 
Bike lanes were one of the most requested amenities 
throughout the engagement process. This heavily 
shaped our designs with bike lanes being included in 
all of the following Nodes. Figure 2 outlines how the 
proposed route in yellow could connect to existing routes 
via Emerald Avenue within Toledo. 
 
All of the recommended bike lanes include green paint 
for	visibility	and	where	traffic	is	fastest,	bollards	for	
extra protection. In a 2019 study by Monash University, 
published in Accident Analysis and Prevention, the way 
drivers interact with cyclists on various types of streets 
was analyzed. It found that “drivers pass cyclists on 
average about 1.25 feet closer on streets with a painted 
bike lane and car parking than on streets with no bike 
infrastructure.” This should be taken into account to 
ensure maximum safety and the use of new bike lanes 
through proper infrastructure. 

35Broadway Mile | Streetscape Recommendations

Figure 1.  The four nodes along Broadway, from north to south, Zocalo in Red, Retail in Yellow, 
Community Service in Green, and Recreation in Blue

Figure 2. Proposed bike lane along Broadway (Yellow) and possible connections to the Riverside Trail 
(Blue)
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ZÓCALO NODE 

WESTERN TO WALBRIDGE

EXISTING SECTION
Looking North

PROPOSED SECTION
Looking North

OVERVIEW. Sofia	Quintero	Arts	and	
Cultural	Center	(SQACC)	has	a	major	
presence within the Old South End, 
providing awareness and education about 
Latino	art,	heritage,	and	culture.	SQACC	
and Western Avenue serve as the primary 
anchor for the Zócalo Node as well as the 
Northern edge of the Broadway Corridor.   

The major issues existing within this node 
include	the	speed	of	traffic,	bikers	feeling	
unsafe without a designated space to bike, 
wide lanes and confusing parking, lack 
of maintenance along sidewalks, unsafe 
street	crossing,	urban	beautification,	
and lack of business opportunity. Many 
businesses exist within this node however, 
there is less opportunity for storefront and 
outdoor services in their current condition. 

To the right are the existing conditions 
and proposed streetscape changes 
to this node in section. The following 
page unfolds to show the full proposed 
streetscape plan for Broadway from 
Crittenden Avenue to Western Avenue.
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Bike Lanes: 
Within this node, this corridor study proposes a green 
5’ bike lane in either direction. As advised by the Toledo 
City Division of Transportation, these bike lanes would 
exist	between	street	parking	and	car	traffic,	providing	the	
most refuge for pedestrians crossing the street. Rumble 
strips could be added to the outside of the lanes to keep 
cars away from cyclists as there is less room in this node 
for a protected bike lane.   

Greenery: 
Reconstruction in this node of Broadway should include 
the reintroduction of street trees. Recommended 
species of street trees to plant can be found in the 
Material Resources Section of this document, on page 
60. Communities and business districts with healthy
tree-cover can help attract new residents, industry,
and commercial activity. According to the U.S. Forestry
Service, mature trees increase property value by an
average of 10 percent. For businesses, shoppers are
proven to shop longer where street trees exist.

ZÓCALO NODE PROPOSED ADDITIONS

Traffic Calming: 
The design proposal for this node includes reducing the 
4-lane	traffic	down	to	two,	with	clear	spaces	for	parking 
rather than the existing awkward drive/park lanes. To 
better	link	the	SQACC	gallery	and	TARTA	Stop	to	the 
SQACC	Event	Center	and	Gardens,	there	is	a	proposed 
bump-out, creating a mid-block crossing area between 
these anchors. This mid-block crosswalk is illustrated on 
the streetscape plan inside this folded page.

The medians within this node proposal will have art 
elements to them, whether that be in sculpture or in 
creative planters. This median option was chosen 
by	SQACC	to	reduce	the	burden	of	landscaping	
maintenance that they already carry throughout the 
community.

Parking: 
Parking will be on both sides of the street to promote 
access to local businesses within this node. As shown 
in the image above, businesses may choose to develop 
a parklet in a parking space to increase outdoor 
seating. This opportunity accounts for the 2’ reduction of 
sidewalk	on	either	side	of	Broadway,	designed	to	fit	the	
community requested bike lanes. 

Broadway Mile | Streetscape Recommendations

Image of Zocalo Node possibilities looking North toward Downtown.
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SOFIA QUINTERO ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTER
Zócalo Node | Walbridge Ave to Western Ave

Broadway StreetBroadway Street

39Broadway Mile | Streetscape Recommendations
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Traffic Calming: 
This	node	is	the	most	traffic-heavy	with	lots	of	car-
friendly commercial activity. In this proposal, Broadway 
is condensed from two drive lanes in either direction, 
to one 11’ drive lane in either direction with a brick 
10’ median in the middle. There would also be a 2’ 
protective	buffer	between	the	bike	and	drive	lanes	to	
create a safe space for bikers along this confusing 
section	of	the	Broadway	Mile.	These	buffers	will	consist	
of either rumble strips, stripped white lines, bollards, or 
a combination of these options to make drivers more 
aware and prevent them from drifting into the bike lane. 
The brick median and signalized mid-block crossings will 
also	slow	down	traffic	and	make	the	area	overall	more	
pedestrian and bike-friendly.  
 
Parking: 
The left side of the street is designated for bump-outs 
and crosswalks and can turn into right turn lanes and 
parking where needed. There are two large parking lots 
on either side of the road in this location with upwards 
of 140 parking spaces eliminating the need for street 
parking. Further north of this node, parking lots become 
smaller leaving the opportunity to implement street 
parking on the left side of the street. 
 

Bike Lanes: 
Within this node, this corridor study proposes a 5’ 
protected bike lane in either direction. This node of the 
Broadway Mile is the busiest in terms of car travel. There 
are many commercial hubs including the Broadway Food 
Center, McDonald’s, Family Dollar, and Subway which 
attract people from all over the Old South End. The 
intersection at South and Broadway is also large and 
confusing making it rather unsafe to bike. To make bikers 
feel	safer	and	prevent	accidents,	a	2’	protective	buffer	is	
being	proposed	to	separate	the	bike	and	vehicle	traffic.	 
 
Greenery: 
With the streets being condensed and a large 8’ 
sidewalk in front of Broadway Food Center, there is 
space to add a 5’ green berm on the right side of the 
street. Many people travel to Broadway Food Center as 
it is the only major grocery provider along the Broadway 
mile. Placing planters on the brick median will make 
the area safer, healthier, and more inviting to residents 
who are either walking or biking. Street greenery also 
has	many	economic	benefits,	having	greenery	nearby	
can increase employee productivity and reduce air-
conditioning costs in the summer.  

COMMERCIAL NODE PROPOSED 
ADDITIONS

Broadway Mile | Streetscape Recommendations

Image of Community Service Node possibilities looking North.
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COMMERCIAL 
NODE
WALBRIDGE TO SOUTH

B

EXISTING SECTION
Looking North

PROPOSED SECTION
Looking North

OVERVIEW. Broadway Food Center 
is a key resource along Broadway 
Street and acts as the primary anchor 
for the Commercial Node.  In addition to 
Broadway Food Center, other anchors 
within this node include: Broadway South 
Shopping Center, McDonald’s, Taco Bell, 
Family Dollar, Subway, and O’Reilly Auto 
Parts.  
 
In addition to the busy commercial area, 
there are large setbacks attributed to 
parking lots on either side of the street 
in addition to a busy and confusing 
intersection at Broadway Street and South 
Ave. Other issues within this node include 
the	speed	of	traffic,	lack	of	street	greenery,	
and unnecessary parking on either side of 
the street. These issues considered, this 
portion	of	Broadway	has	been	identified	
as the most unsafe to bike along and 
therefore	might	require	a	buffer	in	between	
the dive and bike lane.  
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BROADWAY FOOD CENTER
Commercial Node | Walbridge Ave to Colburn St

43Broadway Mile | Streetscape Recommendations
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Traffic Calming: 
In this node, Broadway is narrowed from 24’ drive/
parking lanes to 12’ in either direction with a 10’ 
green median in the middle. This green median turns 
into designated left-turn lanes at intersections to 
accommodate	a	steady	flow	of	traffic.	In	addition	to	
narrowing the street, green medians reduce motor 
vehicle crashes by 15%, reduce vehicle speed, provide 
a space for landscaping within the right-of-way, and 
provide a place of refuge for people crossing the street. 
Many residents and children use the South Branch 
Library, emphasizing the need for safe and accessible 
street crossings at this site.  
 
Parking: 
Parking within this node is being eliminated on both 
sides of the street. Currently, there are three large 
parking lots in the vicinity, one in front of the South 
Branch Library, and two on either side of the Auto zone 
adjacent to the library. All together there are upwards of 
90 parking spaces between the three lots eliminating the 
need for street parking within this node.  
 
Bike Lanes: 
Within this node, this corridor study proposes a green 
5’ bike lane in either direction. Rumble strips could be 

added to the outside of the lanes to keep cars away from 
cyclists as there is less room in this node for a protected 
bike lane.  
 
Greenery: 
As Broadway would be condensed with the elimination 
of street parking, there would be an opportunity to 
increase the green lawn in front of the library by up to 
4’. This gives the library space to add street plantings, 
furnishings, and/or host outdoor community functions, 
such as a book sale. Currently, there is a small 
storybook trail in front of the library, and with extended 
green frontage, there will be an opportunity to implement 
more kid-friendly outdoor activities. In addition to the 
extended green berm, there is also the addition of 
the green median. Greenery is crucial in pedestrian-
centered areas as it can encourage exercise, decrease 
noise and air pollution, improve physical health and help 
with over-stimulated minds. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE NODE PROPOSED 
ADDITIONS

Broadway Mile | Streetscape Recommendations

Image of Community Service Node possibilities looking North
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COMMUNITY 
SERVICE NODE
COLBURN TO ORCHARD

C

EXISTING SECTION
Looking North

PROPOSED SECTION
Looking North

OVERVIEW.  The South Branch 
Library acts as the primary anchor for 
the Community Service node along 
Broadway.	Other	significant	anchors	within	
this node include the Believe Center, 
Mayores Senior Center, Toledo Station 
9, Compassion Health, Southside Heath, 
Vision Ministries, and Mosaic Ministries. 

The major issues existing within this node 
include	the	speed	of	traffic,	bikers	feeling	
unsafe and not having a designated space 
to bike, wide lanes and unnecessary 
parking on both sides of the street, 
opportunities for outdoor activities in front 
of the library, and lack of street greenery. 
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SOUTH BRANCH LIBRARY
Community Service Node | Colburn St to Orchard St  
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RECREATION
NODE
ORCHARD TO STEBBINS

D

EXISTING SECTION
Looking North

PROPOSED SECTION
Looking North

OVERVIEW. Danny Thomas Park 
marks	the	final	node	and	southern	edge	
along the Broadway Mile. The current 
issues existing within this node include the 
speed	of	traffic	although	not	as	significant	
when compared to the other nodes, 
bikers feeling unsafe and not having a 
designated space to bike, wide lanes and 
unnecessary parking on both sides of the 
street,	and	finally	a	lack	of	greenery	and	
street trees. 

South of Danny Thomas Park, there is 
a section of underutilized buildings that 
can	be	transformed	into	a	significant	
commercial area. By narrowing the 
lanes	to	slow	traffic,	creating	designated	
parking on the left side of the street, and 
significantly	increasing	the	green	space	
and street greenery along the berm, the 
Old South End can revitalize the area and 
entice business owners to move in across 
from the park. 
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Traffic Calming: 
Following the aforementioned node designs, the Danny 
Thomas Node condenses its drive lanes into 12’ in either 
direction. While in other locations a large median is 
proposed, this node does not require a median to slow 
down	traffic.	Each	of	the	nodes	becomes	increasingly	
more community-driven with the South Branch Library 
node having lots of street trees and multiple places 
for residents to cross and access both sides of the 
street. By the time people get to the Danny Thomas 
Node,	the	traffic	is	reduced	enough	to	eliminate	the	
need for a median. Street Greenery and the addition 
of bike lanes also create complete streets which aim to 
provide protected space for people on foot, bicycle, or 
wheelchair. In addition, there will also be a gateway arch 
designating the entrance to the Old South End. This will 
enhance the character of the area and grab people’s 
attention as they drive by, making them slow down to 
look at the archway.  
 
Parking and Business: 
Parking within this node is being reduced from the 
previous 24’ drive/parking lane to designated parking on 
the left hand of the street. This allows for any businesses 
that move in around this area to have designated 
storefront parking. The Newbury site expansion will 

include two large parking lots to be built. These new 
parking lots combined with existing parking along 
Stebbins	Street	will	offer	an	abundance	of	parking	for	
Danny Thomas Park visitors. 
 
Bike Lanes: 
Within this node, we are proposing a 5’ bike lane in 
either	direction.	By	the	time	drivers	reach	this	final	
section	of	the	Broadway	Mile,	traffic	has	slowed	down	
enough to make it safe for bikers and pedestrians to 
cross the street without the need for a protected bike 
lane or mid-block crossing.  
 
Greenery: 
By condensing the street width there is an opportunity 
to increase the green berm on both sides of the street 
by 3’. Street greenery can enhance community livability 
and	safety,	reduce	the	urban	heat	island	effect,	add	
economic value, decrease infrastructure costs, and 
create healthier communities. Danny Thomas Park 
acts as the largest open green space along the entire 
Broadway Mile and with the addition of more street 
plantings, we can continue enhancing this community 
green space and create a safe welcoming space for the 
residents of the Old South End.  
 

RECREATION NODE PROPOSED ADDITIONS

Broadway Mile | Streetscape Recommendations

Image of Recreation Node possibilities looking North 
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DANNY THOMAS PARK
Recreation Node | Orchard St to Stebbins St

51

Gateway Arch
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OVERVIEW. Both Western South Avenues are a mix of residential and commercial uses. 
Both streets serve as neighborhood-oriented streets and as cut-throughs to the Anthony Wayne 
Trail. Proposed streetscape improvements will help to increase multi-modal transportation and 
access to neighborhood anchors called out on the previous page for each street. This will include 
safer	conditions	for	pedestrians,	bikers,	and	vehicular	transportation.	Below	are	more	specific	
recommendations:

Lighting: 
Western Avenue and South Avenue act connector roads intersecting both Broadway and Anthony 
Wayne Trail. Many people utilize both from a walking and biking standpoint. While there are currently 
street	lights	along	both	roads,	there	are	no	pedestrian	specific	lighting	conditions,	which	causes	
safety concerns for several residents. This makes the need for pedestrian and enhanced street 
lighting extremely important.

Greenery: 
Western Avenue and South Avenue should include enhancing the existing tree canopy. 
Recommended species of additional street trees to plant can be found in the Material Resources 
Section of this document, on page 60. Communities and business districts with healthy tree-cover can 
help attract new residents, industry, and commercial activity. According to the U.S. Forestry Service, 
mature trees increase property value by an average of 10 percent. 

Bike Accessibility: 
While there is no recommendation for a dedicated bike lane along Western Avenue or South Avenue, 
it is noted that there is still bike activity along both roads. Increased pedestrian lighting and enhanced 
tree canopy will also serve to improve bike accessibility. Amenities that should be considered are 
additional bike racks along both roads in front of businesses. Recommended bike racks can be found 
in the Material Resources Section of this document, on page 57. 

Parking: 
Clear parking signage with additional time frames added in front of businesses will help to promote 
existing businesses along both Western Avenue and South Avenue.  

WESTERN + SOUTH AVENUE PROPOSED
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WESTERN
WESTERN AVENUE

WESTERN AVENUE
EXISTING SECTION

Looking North

OVERVIEW. Western Avenue runs 
perpendicular to Broadway Street and acts as the 
northern	cutoff	for	the	Broadway	Mile	streetscape	
plan. The major anchors located along Western 
include Titgemeier’s Feed and Garden and 
Escuela SMART Academy, both of which have 
a very large business, educational and cultural 
presence in the Old South End neighborhood. 

The current issues existing within this node 
include bikers feeling unsafe and not having a 
designated space to bike, wide lanes, unclear 
parking	on	both	sides	of	the	street,	and	finally	a	
lack of greenery and street trees.

SOUTH
SOUTH AVENUE 

SOUTH AVENUE
EXISTING SECTION

Looking North

OVERVIEW. South Avenue, located just South 
of Broadway Food Center, intersects Broadway 
creating one of the busiest and most confusing 
intersections along the entire streetscape. South 
Ave	is	home	to	many	of	the	significant	community	
anchors  in the Old South End including Toledo 
Fire Station 9, Mayores Senior Center, and the 
Believe Center. The Believe Center in conjunction 
with Escuela SMART Academy and South Branch 
Library, provide a majority of the educational and 
recreational opportunities within the Old South 
End with the Believe Center heavily utilizing 
Danny Thomas Park.  

The current issues existing within this node 
include bikers feeling unsafe and not having a 
designated space to bike, wide lanes, unclear 
parking	on	both	sides	of	the	street,	and	finally	a	
lack of greenery and street trees.
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NEXT STEPS

OVERVIEW. The Toledo Division of Transportation is 
set to begin design early 2022. During this time, it will 
be up to the Broadway Corridor Coalition (BCC) and 
Partners to accomplish the following:

• Pick median content and style
• Continue to engage business owners
• Host events with Division of Transportation, 

educate the public on project expectations

Work with other City partners such as:

• Division of Forestry 
• Sustainability Commission
• Arts Commission

ZONING. This Corridor Study focuses on the design 
of the public right-of-way, as within the scope of the 
Broadway reconstruction project. For the BCC to 
continue implementing the Action Items from the 
OSE 2017 Master Plan along the Broadway Mile, 
the next spread addresses how to move forward with 
the	redefinition	of	the	C-6	Zoning	District,	ultimately	
influencing	the	design	and	land-use	standards	of	
buildings within the study area.

MATERIALS. The next section of this Study, starting 
on page 53, provides material resources to assist in 
choosing street furniture, utilities, plantings, and other 
amenities that can be incorporated in the reconstruction 
project.

Broadway Mile | Streetscape Recommendations
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OVERVIEW. In 1984, the area along Broadway, from 
I-75 to Danny Thomas Park, highlighted in yellow, was 
designated the C-6 Zoning District, “Land Development 
Standards and Guidelines for the VIVA South Toledo 
Neighborhood Business District,” establishing permitted 
uses and other criteria for businesses. This was to 
be managed by the VIVA South Toledo Commercial 
Revitalization Association which no longer exists.

Since 1984, the C-6 Zoning District has been updated 7 
times. Toledo Lucas-County Plan Commission (TLCPC) 
staff	have	expressed	some	concern	on	whether	the	
current C-6 land use standards are outdated and, in 
some respects, exclusionary toward contemporary 
uses, such as tattoo parlors. This section of Broadway 
is also zoned CS, Storefront Commercial, that still 
establishes permitted uses and design standards, but 
not prescriptive to the Old South End. The relationship 
between these zones is as stated in the Toledo Municipal 
Code:

1111.1502 Standards and Guidelines
The adopted Land Development Standards and 
Guidelines of the Lagrange Business District and 
Heritage South Business District shall remain in 
effect in their respective areas. In the event of 
conflict between the CS District regulations and 
these adopted Land Development Standards and 

Guidelines, the Land Development Standards 
Guidelines shall govern.
(Ord. 94-10. Passed 3-2-10).

It should be noted that currently, the C-6 development 
standards,	while	in	effect,	are	only	viewable	to	the	public	
through	request	of	the	TLCPC	staff.	This	means	that	
should a developer on Broadway attempt to develop 
something	that	fits	under	the	CS	code	(easily	accessible	
online), but not the C-6, they could be blind-sided by C-6 
zoning requirements after investing time and money in 
their development.

RELEVANCE. The C-6 District is referenced in the 
2017 Old South End Neighborhood (OSE) Master Plan 
to be managed by the Broadway Corridor Coalition 
(BCC), as stated in the action item under “Reinvention of 
Broadway:”

Refine the definition of the C-6/Urban Village 
zoning and expand the boundaries to align with the 
proposed 4 nodes and thereby encourage more 
mixed use and higher density along the Broadway 
Mile.

Since the adoption of the OSE 2017 Master Plan into 
the Toledo 20/20 Comprehensive Plan, the process of 
refining	the	C-6	definition	has	begun	to	take	place,	still	

C-6 Land Development Standards

The C-6 Zoning District on Broadway from 1-75 to Danny Thomas Park, highlighted in yellow.

in progress with the TLCPC. There has yet to be an 
expansion of the old boundaries. Should the boundaries 
be expanded down Western and South Avenue, as 
desired by the BCC, it is unclear whether the new C-6 
can	effectively	be	crafted	to	incorporate	guidelines	
for the existing Residential and CN, Neighborhood 
Commercial, zoning.

It	has	been	discussed	with	TLCPC	staff	whether	a	more	
contemporary route to achieve these goals for design 
standards is through a zoning overlay, while adhering to 
the existing CS, Residential, and/or CN zoning code. It 
should be noted that in modern interpretation, zoning law 
does not allow overlays to dictate use - only to dictate 
form. The TLCPC already uses Urban Neighborhood 
Overlays in other business districts with distinct 
characters, such as the Warehouse District, with some 
success. 

NEXT STEPS. The reconstruction of Broadway by 
the City Division of Transportation in addition to Façade 
Improvement	and	White	Box	Grants	offered	by	the	
City Department of Economic Development can be the 
catalyst	to	craft	a	Broadway	Overlay	or	to	finish	updating	
the C-6 Zoning Code. This will need to be a conversation 
and collaboration between the BCC, the TLCPC 
Director	and	Staff,	and	the	current	District	3	City	Council	
Representative to determine what the future of the C-6 

code is and whether a zoning overlay can accomplish 
the best interests of the Broadway Mile.

Regardless	of	which	route	is	taken	to	refine	development	
standards within the Broadway Mile, this corridor study 
supports the making of these standards viewable online. 
This way, property owners and developers in the OSE 
can easily make informed decisions regarding their 
property.

The above map indicates proposed new boundaries for 
land development standards, whether to be incorporated 
in the C-6, acknowledging the existing Residential and 
CN zoning code, or to be covered by a new Broadway 
Overlay for design and form standards.
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URBAN FABRIC
Street Furniture, Lighting, and Medians

OVERVIEW. Despite the varying design strategies 
laid out in the streetscape framework, aesthetic 
coordination can be achieved through a thoughtful 
selection of street furniture, lighting, and medians. The 
following	pages	outline	options	in	materials,	fixtures,	
plantings, and more catered to Toledo’s existing partners 
for street furniture and utilities. 
 
Working with partners such as The Arts Commission 
could provide opportunities for local artists to play a role 
in	the	design	of	these	fixtures,	further	strengthening	the	
identity within the Broadway Mile.

Broadway Mile | Street Furniture

This	section	discusses	light	fixture,	material,	and	height	options	for	both	pedestrian	and	street	lighting.LIGHTING:

STREET LIGHTING...................................................................................................................................................62-

PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING......................................................................................................................................62-63

This section discusses bench, trash receptacle, planter, and bicycle rack options.

This section discusses the three median options proposed and their advantages and disadvantages.

This section provides a catalogue of native, low maintenance street planting options. 

BENCHES......................................................................................................................................................................62-63

TRASH RECEPTACLES.........................................................................................................................................62-

PLANTERS.....................................................................................................................................................................62-

BIKE RACKS.................................................................................................................................................................62-

STREET FURNITURE:

ART MEDIAN...............................................................................................................................................................62-63

BRICK MEDIAN..........................................................................................................................................................62-63

GREEN MEDIAN.......................................................................................................................................................62-63

STREET TREES & BUSHES.................................................................................................................................62-63

MEDIANS:

STREET PLANTINGS:
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LIGHTING
PEDESTRIAN V. VEHICULAR SCALE

OVERVIEW. One concern brought up by community 
members in engagement is inadequate lighting along 
Broadway. With decreased visibility, there is currently 
a lower perception of safety when walking at night. 
Improving this will require not only standard street 
lighting, but pedestrian-scale lighting as well. The 
appropriate scale of lighting per use will properly frame 
the space around the user, pedestrian or driver. The 
diagram	above	demonstrates	this	height	difference	
between pedestrian scale lighting and street lighting. 

The street lighting should be no lower than 25ft nor 
higher than 34ft, whereas the pedestrian lighting should 
be no lower than 12ft and no higher than 16ft. 

The following page outlines assorted styles of lights as 
provided by the City’s choice provider, Toledo Edison. 
This is just a sample of several to be explored further 
by the Broadway Corridor Coalition, The City of Toledo 
Division of Transportation, and Old South End residents 
and stakeholders. 
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PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING

Illumination for Safety refers to the proper amount of 
light required for a person to detect a hazard and take 
appropriate action to mitigate that hazard. Pedestrian 
lighting is necessary for safe navigation while on 
foot, bike, or other normal means of non-vehicle 
transportation. Currently, there is a lack of pedestrian 
lighting and illumination for safety along the Broadway 
Mile which makes residents afraid to travel after dark.  
 
Pedestrian lighting along Broadway should range 
anywhere from 12 to 16ft and be made out of wood or 
fiberglass	poles.	Options	for	post	tops	include	acorn	and	
colonial which are both shown in the images to the left.  
 

STREET LIGHTING

Street lights which aid more in vehicular transport, have 
also proven to reduce robberies, burglaries, property 
defacement, property damage, and other crimes that 
often happen in the dark. While street lighting is often 
higher and does not provide directly for pedestrians, 
increasing the amount of street lighting will also aid in a 
sense of safety for people walking and biking. 

Street lighting along Broadway should range anywhere 
from 25 to 34ft and be made out of wood or galvanized 
steel poles. Options for post tops include the cobra head 
which is shown in the top image to the left.

LENGTHS

MATERIAL

varies

Wood

12ft or 16ft

Fiberglass Galvanized 
Steel

25ft, 30ft, 32ft, 
or 34ft

FIXTURES Cobra Head Colonial Top Acorn Top

Light Fixture: Cobra Head

Light Fixture: Post Top Acorn

Light Fixture: Post Top Colonial

POLES

LIGHT FIXTURES

Broadway Mile | Street Furniture
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BENCHES

OVERVIEW. As this streetscape plan encourages 
multi-modal transportation, it is equally important to 
provide	sufficient	opportunities	for	respite,	including	
benches. Using the City of Toledo’s choice company 
DuMor, there is a variety of bench materials and styles 
available. 

Access	to	public	benches	is	beneficial	for	physical	and	
mental health by providing an area of rest for walkers 
and bikers, encouraging people to spend longer periods 
of time outside.
The	following	page	outlines	the	benefits	of	3	different	

options, to be further explored by the Broadway Corridor 
Coalition. 

All three of the proposed options were considered 
for another streetscape design on Summit Street, 
Downtown, ultimately resulting in the use of Bench 93 
and 95. Pros:

• More comfortable
• More color and 

size options
• Less expensive
• Environmentally 

friendly 
• Has back support
• Does not conduct 

as much heat

Cons:
• Does not dry 

quickly after rain
• Does not last as 

long
• Harder to clean
• Harder to maintain

Pros:
• Sturdy and long 

lasting
• Easier to maintain
• Easier to Clean
• Does not soak up 

water
• Weather resistant
• Less expensive

Cons:
• May rust
• Does not provide 

back support
• Conducts heat 

easily
• Less color and 

size options

Pros:
• Sturdy and long 

lasting
• Easier to maintain
• Easier to clean
• Does not soak up 

water
• Weather resistant
• Has back support

Cons:
• May rust
• More expensive
• Absorbs Heat
• Has less color 

and size options

Douglas
Fir

Recycled
Plastic

BENCH 93: STEEL WITH BACK

LENGTH

PRICE

6 feet

$1,610

8 feet

$1,859

BENCH 95: STEEL WITHOUT BACK

LENGTH

PRICE

6 feet

$1,343

8 feet

$1,579

LENGTH

PRICE

6 feet

$1,240 

8 feet

$1,416
Douglas

Fir
Recycled

Plastic

6 feet

$1,289

8 feet

$2,163

TYPE

BENCH 57: WOOD WITH BACK

Broadway Mile | Street Furniture
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STREET FURNITURE: TRASH RECEPTACLES, 
PLANTERS, BIKE RACKS

OVERVIEW. During engagement with both OSE 
residents and business owners, increasing the number 
of businesses and beautifying the current business 
areas	were	identified	as	two	large	priorities.	

Street furnishings are a low cost, long lasting form of 
urban	beautification	that	provide	important	amenities	
for pedestrians. In addition to benches and outdoor 
seating, this report recommends that a number of 
trash receptacles, street planters, and bike racks be 
sufficiently	placed	along	the	Broadway	Mile.	All	bike	
racks and street planters should have cohesive elements 
of	art	and	design	to	them.	While	Sofia	Quintero	is	called	
out as the main node for culture and art, it is important 

that the stylistic themes be carried out along Broadway 
Street, if even in small instances. 

CREATIVE PLANTERS

One recognizable feature about Broadway street 
is the abundance of murals and street art. The 
Broadway mile has an opportunity to further 
supplement this street art and incorporate street 
greenery by adding artistic planters to both the 
sidewalks and street medians being proposed. In 
any location where a brick median is being proposed 
there is an opportunity to add these artistic planters 
with salt tolerant, low maintenance plants and street 
trees. This will provide an opportunity for street 
greenery in areas where an entire green median is 
not feasible. 

1: DUMOR TRASH RECEPTACLE 84
CAPACITY

PRICE

22 gallons

$923

32 gallons

$1,057 

2: DUMOR TRASH RECEPTACLE 287
CAPACITY

PRICE

32 gallons

$1,792

Litter is a primary concern amongst Broadway 
Business owners. When a business supplies its 
employees and customers with easy access to waste 
containers, overall maintenance of the building 
is made easier and buildings and sidewalks stay 
cleaner and neater.1. 2.

Broadway Mile | Street Furniture

BIKE RACKS 

Many people living in the Old South End rely 
on busing and walking to access grocery stores 
and educational facilities. Adding bike parking to 
these locations will provide another opportunity 
for accessibility outside of car travel. To account 
for	increased	bike	traffic,	there	will	need	to	be	an	
increase of bike racks placed along the Broadway 
mile to ensure that the growing demographic of 
cyclists have a place to park and leave their bikes. 
There is already a precedent for art-designed bike 
racks placed by the Arts Commission around Toledo, 
even one in the shape of a beet is located near 
SQACC.	
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STREET MEDIANS

OVERVIEW. There is concern within the Old South 
End	community	about	the	speed	of	traffic	on	Broadway.	
Currently indicated as 35 mph, very few vehicles travel 
the appropriate speed. Medians have been proven to 
drastically	slow	down	traffic	and	reduce	the	likelihood	of	
car crashes. 

Medians	also	offer	the	opportunity	for	mid	block	
crossings and spaces of refuge for anyone crossing the 
street.	This	is	crucial	in	places	like	Sofia	Quintero	where	
many children cross the street to access the nearby 
Escuela SMART Academy. Pedestrian spaces of refuge 
allow	pedestrians	to	cross	one	direction	of	traffic	at	a	

time.	This	significantly	reduces	the	complexity	of	the	
crossing. They also provide a space to install additional 
roadway lighting, further improving the perception of 
safety along Broadway. 

Within the Broadway Mile, three medians are currently 
being proposed, green, art, and brick. Each of these 
medians	come	with	their	own	benefits	and	difficulties	and	
are interchangeable depending on the location. Each 
medians pros and cons are laid out to the right. 

GREEN MEDIAN

Green medians are currently being recommended at the 
South Branch Library Node. Green medians are the best 
at	slowing	down	traffic	but	also	the	hardest	to	maintain	
making them a viable option in areas where businesses 
can properly take care of them. 

Pros:
• Traffic	Calming
• Health	benefits	(both	

mental and physical)
• Increased sense of 

safety
• Increased sense of 

community

Cons:
• High Maintenance
• Can look unsightly in 

the wintertime
• Most expensive
• Agreement with 

businesses to 
upkeep

BRICK MEDIAN

Brick medians are currently being recommended at the 
Broadway Food Center Node. Brick medians require 
the lowest amount of maintenance but are the most 
unsightly to look at. It is recommended that areas with 
brick medians have vegetative planters on top. 

Pros:
• Traffic	Calming
• Low maintenance
• Allows the 

opportunity for 
vegetative planters

• Least Expensive

Cons:
• Most Unsightly
• Does little for health 

and the urban heat 
island	effect

• Time consuming 
construction

ART MEDIAN

Art medians are currently being recommended at 
the	Sofia	Quintero	Arts	and	Cultural	Center	Node.	
Art medians provide the largest sense of culture and 
art, however they require lots of pre-planning and are 
expensive to replace. Large art pieces require a pre-
existing base to be built into the median.

Pros:
• Traffic	Calming
• Creates a sense of 

culture
• Creates a sense of 

community
• Visually Appealing

Cons:
• Pre-planning	efforts
• Expensive to replace
• Hard to maintain if 

art fades
• Does little for health 

and the urban heat 
island	effect

Broadway Mile | Street Furniture
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STREET PLANTINGS

OVERVIEW. A common concern is whether the 
maintenance of street trees outweighs the aesthetic and 
health	benefits	of	street	trees.	This	can	be	mitigated	
by the appropriate selection of street plantings. These 
plantings should be salt-tolerant, require minimal 
trimming and clean-up, and be tolerant of environmental 
stresses	such	as	heat,	snow,	and	fluctuating	rain.	 
 
To the right are several recommended street trees and 
bushes, all of which are common native Ohio street 
plantings recommended by the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources. These plants cannot be completely 
ignored and will require minimal maintenance however, 
they are much easier to care for as opposed to a lawn or 
garden. 

NORTHERN BAYBERRY

The Northern bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica) is a native 
deciduous	shrub	often	identified	by	its	strong	aromatic	
foliage. The Northern Bayberry is a great winter food 
source for birds and tolerates salt spray and poor soils, 
making it a great consideration for many landscapes. 
It requires little maintenance and is recommended 
for container or above-ground planters, parking lot 
islands,	buffer	strips	around	parking	lots,	or	median	strip	
plantings.

GROW-LOW SUMAC

Gro-Low Sumac (Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’) is a tough, 
fast-growing ground cover plant that works well in areas 
with poor and dry soil. The glossy, green foliage displays 
an excellent red fall color and is fragrant when brushed 
against or leaves are crushed. Grow-low sumac works 
well in urban environments along parking lots and raised 
planters. They also make excellent edging plants and 
road salt-tolerant, making them great for long street 
plantings.
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GREEN ASH

Green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), is one of the most common 
and rapidly growing woodland trees in Ohio. It is also a popular 
shade tree for urban areas, well-known for its adaptability to 
almost any site. Green ash is very adaptable to a wide range 
of soil types (organic, clay, sandy, or rocky), soil pHs, moisture 
levels, and is noted for being extremely tolerant to many types 
of environmental stresses. Among the common ash trees, green 
ash is generally the most healthy making it a heavily planted 
street tree and shade tree in urban areas.

HONEYLOCUST

Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos) is found throughout all of 
Ohio. Thornless Honeylocust is commonly planted as a shade 
tree throughout the eastern United States and southern Canada, 
due	to	its	urban	tolerance,	near	seedless	character,	and	filtered	
shade. Honeylocust is very adaptable to a wide range of soil 
types (organic, clay, sandy, or rocky), soil pHs, moisture levels, 
and is noted for being extremely tolerant to many types of 
environmental stresses. Along with Green Ash, it is the most 
widely planted street tree in many urban areas.

SILVER MAPLE

Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum), a tree found throughout all of 
Ohio, is a common shade tree in urban areas. It is named for its 
silver leaf undersides. The adaptability of Silver Maple to a wide 
range of soils (organic, clay, sandy, or rocky) and moisture levels 
(wet, moist, or dry) accounts for its widespread planting in urban 
sites.

RED MAPLE

The Red Maple (Acer rubrum) is most recognizable from its 
prominent	red	twigs,	buds,	flowers	and	fall	foliage.	Red	Maple	
is a tree located throughout all of Ohio and is abundantly found 
as a popular shade tree in urban areas due to its brilliant red 
fall color. Red Maple trees are often called a cosmopolitan 
species, due to its adaptability in urban and natural settings, and 
abundance in the eastern part of the United States. 
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